Introduction
I was a 16-year-old college dropout when I got pregnant. I married the following year and had a couple more children before I got divorced at age 22.
At 29, and fi nancially reliant on a Domestic Purposes Benefi t, I decided to embark on a university education. In preparation, I attended a bridging course for women. I was fi lled with a mixture of fear and excitement. On the fi rst day, participants were given the option to stay in the main group or join a Maori women's group. I really wanted to join the other Maori women, but there was a problem; I was white, and I assumed the class would be taught in te reo Māori (indigenous language), and I was far from fl uent. I felt torn. My heart wanted to be in the Maori group, but I imagined the other women staring at my white face thinking "What's she doing here?" So (1994:211) Maori bi/multi raciality and ethnic diversity is clearly increasing; however, there is lack of robust research on the social construction and discursive performance of the raced and gendered Maori subject. Bhabha's concept of hybridity is useful in that it provides a space to think about Maori subjectivity in a way that takes into account the new subjectivities that are formed from
